
March Report

Your Red Folder 
Resolved: To Buy and Prepare a Red Folder for my loved ones that 

contains my important information on death benefits. 
Hopefully you are on track and have found your CSA number and 

placed it in the folder and if married and planning on leaving an annuity to your spouse, you have found that 
marriage certificate and placed a copy in the folder.  The same is true for any divorce documents if applicable.

Nancy’s Status— I have my CSA number in my folder and am working on getting together some of the 
other documents that should be part of the folder. That pesky brother-in-law that I mentioned, I bought a red 
folder for him – so no excuses now. 

Amount Of Annuity — Please place something in the folder that indicates the approximate amount of the 
annuity that your survivor will receive. As many of you know, a full survivor annuity is 55% of the annuity. 
Many widows and widowers know that they are eligible for an annuity, but they usually cannot tell me if their 
spouse took the full annuity reduction or only partial. OPM periodically will provide that information in a doc-
ument, but if you could just write down that your spouse is eligible for a full or partial annuity, that would be 
helpful and provide piece of mind for your survivor.

FEGLI Life Insurance — Many of you had government life insurance with the Federal Employees Group 
Life Insurance Program (FEGLI), which is administered through the Office of Personnel Management (OPM). 
This is a government term policy on which you do not have to pay the premium after you retire. The policy 
reduces in value annually each year until it eventually expires. You should know if you have a policy and 
approximately what it is worth. There are three ways to determine your FEGLI amount or if you even have an 
account.

• Call OPM at 888-767-6738. Have your CSA Number handy and be prepared for a wait.
• Go online to your OPM account (if you have one) and print out a copy of your Verification of Life Insur-

ance (VOLI). 
• Email OPM at retire@opm.gov, provide your CSA number and ask for your VOLI statement.
There are other important documents that we will go over next month, but these are some of the critical ones 

to help your survivors get the process going for financial security. I will keep reporting as to my progress and 
am very glad I have embarked on the 2017 Challenge with you. 

Nancy Savage
Executive Director


